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used 10 go to the university; they stay at the university
till they are grown men. Parents, so far from preparing
their sons in the subjects in which the public schools will
examine, try to redeem the time which they fear will be
inevitably lost. They do their best to teach their children
everything which they will not learn at school; they
make them learn French, music, and history; the well-
educated boy on entering school is placed according to his
classical attainments, and is made to live with companions
who have received neither the old learning nor the new.
Such are the disadvantages of a state of transition. Unless
we make haste to organise our school education on some
intelligible basis, we shall arrive at a condition in which
our Cabinet is not cultured, our Bar is not refined, our
clergy is not learned, and our schoolmasters are not
scholars."
The study of the history of educational theories will
have been of little service if it does not show us that
any system of education to be efficient must be arranged
on some well understood plan, in which the end is kept
in view from the very first. Whether we prefer the
humanistic, the realistic, or the naturalistic method,
whether we try to give a classical education, a scientific
education based on mathematics, or a modern literary
education based on modern languages, we shall only
succeed if we direct our efforts steadily to the attainment
of our object. At present we too often attempt to teach
everything at once, and therefore teach nothing, we em-
brace all the subjects of a liberal education, and accom-
plish the learning of none of them.
* Next to the conflict of studies, the most interesting
quebtion connected with our public schools is the type
which is best suited for a national system of education
in England. If we desire to bring liberal education

